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INTRODUCTION
This paper summarizes new information obtained during the years 1984 to 1988
inclusive, and supplements "The Butterflies of Point Pelee National Park,
Ontario" which was published in the Ontario Field Biologist (Wormington 1983).
Since the publication of the original work much new information on Point
Pelee's butterflies has accumulated. In particular, the resident versus
immigrant status of several species has now been correctly established. For
other species brood relationships are now more clearly delineated, and many
new record-early and record-late dates have been obtained. Five species
totally new to Point Pelee were recorded during the five-year period, as
follows: Horace's Dusky-Wing (Erynnis horatius), Mottled Dusky-Wing (Erynnis
martiaTis), Wild Indigo Dusky-Wing (Erynnis baptisiae), The Sachem (AtaTopedes
campestris) and Meadow Fritillary (CTossiana beTTona). As expected, all of
these new species are immigrants or strays from outside Point Pelee; however,
it is surprising that three of these are in the genus Erynnis, a group not
normally considered as wanderers. With these additions the total number of
species now recorded at Point Pelee National Park is 73.
The criteria for establishing the status and abundance for each species
follows the original account, with some modifications. The term "seasonal
colonist" is now used to describe those immigrants that produce one or more
broods subsequent to their arrival (but which are then totally wiped out the
following winter). Species indicated as "resident" refer to permanent residents with viable populations at Point Pelee. The term "temporary resident"
is used to describe species that may became established for short periods
(ie., one or several years) before dying out; examples of this type are rare,
and include only Gray Comma (PoTygonia progne) , Milbert's Tortoise-Shell
(AgTais miTberti) and possibly Checkered White (Pontia protodice). Finally,
in the following accounts the wording on the status of some species may have
been modified, even though the actual status has not changed.
For each species which is presently localized, rare or extirpated at Point
Pelee, indication is given where specimens collected during the recent fiveyear period have been deposited. This listing should be used in collaboration
with the original publication. Collections containing these specimens are as
follows, along with the adopted acronym that is used.
Institutional Collections
CNC - Canadian National Collection, Ottawa
PPNP - Point Pelee National Park, Leamington
Private
AW
JK
JL

Collections
- Alan Wormington, Leamington
- James Kamstra, Oshawa
- Jeff Larson, La Salle
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In the next five years it seems reasonable to assume that much new information on Point Pe1ee's butterflies will be obtained. Further close study will
provide even more definitive information on brood relationships, and almost
certainly new species from far-away places will put in an appearance at Point
Pe1ee. With the increased knowledge on Point Pe1ee's butterflies it is hoped
the Canadian Parks Service will initiate a responsible recovery plan for those
species which are currently in danger of disappearing in the near future, such
as the Olive Hairstreak (Nitoura gryneus).
SPECIES ACCOUNTS
FAMILY HESPERIIDAE: SKIPPERS
Silver Spotted Skipper Epargyreus c7arus (Cramer)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
A new early-emergence date for this species at Point Pe1ee was established
when one was recorded on May 26, 1985 (Wormington).
Northern Cloudy-Wing Thorybes py7ades (Scudder)
New Status: Former resident (extirpated).
Scalloped Sooty-Wing Staphy7us hayhurstii (W.H. Edwards)
Unchanged Status: Rare immigrant.
One Scalloped Sooty-Wing observed near the Visitor Centre on July 17, 1988
(Don Cecile) established the first record for Point Pe1ee since 1976 and also
the earliest recorded date. In 1988 the species was also present at nearby
Pe1ee Island.
Juvena1's Dusky-Wing Erynnis juvena7is (Fabricius)
Unchanged Status: Rare resident.
New Specimen(s): AW
A new early-emergence date was set for Point Pe1ee when this species was observed on May 7, 1986 (Wormington).
Horace's Dusky-Wing Erynnis horatius (Scudder & Burgess)
New Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): AW
One worn female obtained at the West Beach on August 13, 1988 (Larson, William
Lamond, Wormington and Kevin A. McLaughlin) is the first record for Point
Pe1ee and represents an obvious stray. When encountered this individual laid a
single egg on Frost Grape (Vitis riparia), not a known foodp1ant; however, the
egg was retained and the larva (hatching on August 18) was fed one of the red
oaks (Quercus sp.), before dying on August 22.
Mottled Dusky-Wing Erynnis martia7is (Scudder)
New Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): AW
A Mottled Dusky-Wing at the Tip on August 11, 1988 (Wormington) represents the
first Point Pe1ee record; this individual occurred only two days prior to the
discovery of another Erynnis stray at Point Pe1ee -- a Horace's Dusky-Wing.
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Wild Indigo Dusky-Wing Erynnis baptisiae (Forbes)
New Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
This species was recorded for the first time at Point Pelee when a stray was
observed at the west side of the Tip on August 14, 1987 (Wormington); although
not collected, this observation followed the collection of a Wild Indigo
Dusky-Wing only the day before about 4 km to the north of Point Pelee National
Park.
Although the Wild Indigo Dusky-Wing is normally a local species, in recent
years it has adapted to the introduced Crown Vetch (Coroni77a varia) as a
larval foodplant (Shapiro 1979), and is expanding rapidly with the recent
colonization of such habitats as highway margins and railway embankments where
Crown Vetch is present (Opler & Krizek 1984: 213-214).
Checkered Skipper Pyrgus communis (Grote)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
Common Sooty-Wing Pho7isora catu77us (Fabricius)
New Status: Former resident (extirpated); rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): PPNP
The first Point Pelee records since 1971 (when the species became extirpated
due to decreased farming) were individual strays found in 1988 on June 19
(Cecile), July 24 (Larson), August 15 (Wormington) and August 21 (Larson and
Steven T. Pike). In 1988 it was noted that the Common Sooty-Wing was
unusually common in the agricultural lands adjacent to Point Pelee, the
probable source of these records.
Least Skipper Ancy70xypha numitor (Fabricius)
Unchanged Status: Abundant resident.
A new late date for this species at Point Pelee was established when three
were recorded on September 20, 1987 (Wormington). Four fresh Least Skippers
recorded on July 5, 1988 (Wormington) likely represent a (record-late)
extension of the first brood and were probably delayed in their emergence by
the extreme drought occurring at the time.
European Skipper Thyme7icus 7ineo7a (Ochsenheimer)
Unchanged Status: Common resident, locally abundant.
A second (partial) brood of the European Skipper was recorded for the first
time at Point Pelee when two were found July 27, 1988 (Cecile); formerly the
latest recorded date was July 10, which represents the extreme end of the
first brood. On the mainland adjacent to Point Pelee the second brood of the
European Skipper is an annual occurrence.
Fiery Skipper Hy7ephi7a phy7eus (Drury)
New Status: Rare immigrant and seasonal colonist.
New Specimen(s): AW, JL
Formerly the Fiery Skipper was considered a permanent resident at Point Pelee,
but closer attention to the records now indicates that it is a regular
immigrant and seasonal colonist. Clues to this effect include the fact that
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during some years the species is not recorded, such as in 1984 of the period
1984 to 1988 inclusive. This status agrees with Opler & Krizek (1984: 225226) who state the Fiery Skipper cannot survive harsh winters and is not
resident north of the coastal Carolinas and lower Mississipi River Valley.
It is thought that the recorded dates of Fiery Skipper at Point Pelee (July 30
to September 29 inclusive) represent wholly (or at least partially) a locallyraised brood, which means the initial immigrants have thus far escaped detection (e.g., the first record in 1988, on August 7, was of an individual that,
although immaculate, had deformed wings and could not have travelled far).
Clues as to when the first immigrants may arrive are possibly provided by
analizing the records of the similar skipper The Sachem (see species account
below). If the breeding biology of the two species is similar, the first
Fiery Skippers should be looked for and expected at Point Pelee in late June
or early July.
New record-late dates for the Fiery Skipper at Point Pelee were recorded on
September 29 in both 1985 (Wormington) and 1988 (McLaughlin).
Peck's SkiDDer Polites coras (Cramer)
New Status: Former resident (extirpated); rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): AW
The first Point Pelee record since 1982 (when the species became extirpated
for unknown reasons) was a stray at the Tip on August 11, 1988 (Wormington);
this individual was an extremely fresh, pregnant female.
Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles (Latreille)
New Status: Former resident (extirpated).
No records of the Tawny-edged Skipper were obtained at Point Pelee during 1984
to 1988 inclusive; it is not known when the species was last recorded here.
Long Dash Polites mystic (W.H. Edwards)
Unchanged Status: Former resident (probably extirpated).
Despite the fact that the Long Dash has not been recorded at Point Pelee since
1913, potential suitable habitat (the edges of the Pelee Marsh) has yet to be
thoroughly investigated to determine if the species is currently present or
absent.
Northern Broken-Dash Wallengrenia egeremet (Scudder)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
The Sachem Atalopedes campestris huron (W.H. Edwards)
New Status: Extremely rare immigrant and seasonal colonist.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, CNC, AW, JK
In 1988 this southern species was recorded for the first time at Point Pelee
and elsewhere in Essex County. Initial observations involved an immigrant
brood which was first detected on June 25 (Wormington) and last recorded on
July 6. Since females were observed egg-laying on the first day of observation, it was predictable a subsequent generation would be produced; this was
realized on August 9 (45 days later) when the first-emerging adults were
recorded (Wormington) and continued to be observed until August 29.
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Localities where the species was present include the Sparrow Field, west side
of the Tip, the Visitor Centre septic field and Ander's Field. Maximum counts
occurred on the initial observation dates of each brood with five on June 25
and nine on August 9 (Wormington).
Hobomok Skiooer Poanes hobomok (Harris)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon resident.
Dion Skipper Euphyes dion (W.H. Edwards)
New Status: Uncommon, local resident.
New Specimen(s): AW
The Dion Skipper is now known to occur discontinuously along the Pelee Marsh
edge from the DeLaurier Trail to east of Tilden's Woods. Inside Point Pelee
this species seems less prone to wandering than Dukes' Skipper, but in 1988
numbers were found at Ander's Field.
In 1988 new early and late dates were established with observations of 15 on
July 6 (Wormington) and one worn female on August 13 (Wormington, Lamond,
McLaughlin and Larson), respectively.
Dukes' Skipper Euphyes dukesi (Lindsey)
New Status: Uncommon, local resident.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, AW, JL
Although still restricted in its distribution at Point Pelee, the Dukes'
Skipper has now been found over a broader area than formerly described. It is
discontinuously present along the Pelee Marsh edge from DeLaurier Trail to the
southeast section of the Woodland Nature Trail; from this area it occasionally
wanders into adjacent territority such as the northwest section of the
Woodland Nature Trail and Ander's Field. These recent observations of
wandering suggests that the individual recorded on July 1, 1973, at The Dunes
Beach by John E. Pilkington (Wormington 1983: 8) also represents a stray from
the Pelee Marsh.
In 1988 a maximum count of nine Dukes' Skippers was obtained on July 19 east
of Tilden's Woods (Wormington), and two very ragged individuals here on August
21 (Wormington, Lamond, McLaughlin and Robert H. Curry) are the latest ever
recorded for Point Pelee and Ontario.
Dun Skiooer Euphyes ruricola metacomet (Harris)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon resident.
An observation on July 5, 1988 (Wormington) set a new record-early date for
the Dun Skipper at Point Pelee.
FAMILY PAPILIONIDAE: SWALLOWTAILS
Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor (Linnaeus)
New Status: Rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, AW
At Point Pelee immigrants of this southern species were recorded during the
period in 1985, 1986, 1987 and 1988, indicating it occurs more regularly
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than previously described. However, despite its regular appearances the
Pipevine Swallowtail seems to be strictly an immigrant at Point Pelee with no
evidence of reproducing here to date; the lack of larval foodplants is
probably the only limiting factor.
Although dates of occurrence now span the period June 16 to October 1 inclusive, the lack of any records between July 24 and September 13 indicate that
two separate broods are the source of the records.
The latest record was an extremely fresh individual found on October 1, 1986
(Wormi ngton).
Zebra Swallowtail
Unchanged Status:

Euryt ides maree 77us (Cramer)
Extremely rare immigrant (formerly more regular).

The only record of Zebra Swallowtail during the period, and the first since
1978, was in 1988 when two independent observations at the Tip were probably
of the same individual. The first sighting on June 18 described a fresh
individual (Jay Cossey), followed by an observation on July 1 of one that was
ragged (Joanne Barten and Paul D. Pratt).
The frequency with which this species occurs at Point Pelee continues to
decline; this reflects the general decline of resident populations at the
northern edge of its range in eastern North America, thus reducing the
potential "pool" from which individuals occur at Point Pelee.
Eastern Black Swallowtail Papi7io po7yxenes aster ius Stoll
Unchanged Status: Uncommon resident, locally common.
Giant Swallowtail
Unchanged Status:

Herae7ides eresphontes (Cramer)
Common resident.

An observation of two individuals on May 9, 1985 (Tim Smart) represent a
record-early emergenge for Point Pelee, while one on July 11, 1987 (Wormington) represents the earliest start of the second brood.
During the drought year of 1988 the partial third brood of the Giant Swallowtail was especially pronounced at Point Pelee. Observation dates extended
from the middle of September to a record-late occurrence on October 2 of three
individuals (Johanne Ranger and Frances Barry); during this period
observations of up to 10 per day were regular, and the 12 individuals on
October 1 (Wormington) were particularly late for such numbers.
Tiger Swallowtail pterourus g7aueus (linnaeus)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
New Specimen(s): dark females: AW
Numerous records of the dark-form female were obtained during 1984 to 1988
inclusive, indicating that this form is a permanent component of the Tiger
Swallowtail population at Point Pelee. It has only recently been stated
(Scott 1986: 179-182) that dark females are produced only by a dark parent.
Dates recorded for the dark-form female now span June 2 to June 18 (first
brood) and July 25 to August 23 (second brood), dates similar to the broods of
the species as a whole at Point Pelee.
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Spicebush Swallowtail pterourus troi7us (Linnaeus)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
An observation of a worn individual on July 6, 1984 (Wormington) represents a
new late record for the first brood, while one in extremely fresh condition on
July 11, 1987 (Wormington) was a new early date for the start of the second
brood; finally, one on October 7, 1986 (Larson and G. Tom Hince) represents a
record-late occurrence.
FAMILY PIERIDAE: WHITES and SULPHURS
Checkered White Pontia protodice (Boisduval & Le Conte)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, AW
Recorded previously at Point Pelee only in 1931 and 1953, in 1988 there were
several strays recorded with individuals on August 14 (Wormington, Lamond and
McLaughlin); August 17, August 29 and September 10 (Wormington); and September 23 (Larson). These were all worn individuals with no evidence that
breeding took place; however, elsewhere in Essex County successful breeding
was recorded.
European Cabbage White Artogeia rapae (Linnaeus)
Unchanged Status: Abundant resident.
An example of how common the Cabbage White can be at Point Pelee is exemplified by the observation of 6000 or more in just the area of the west side of
the Tip on August 13, 1988 (Wormington, Lamond, Larson and McLaughlin).
A new early date for the beginning of the second and subsequent broods was
recorded on May 26, 1985 (Wormington). In contrast, one Cabbage White
recorded on October 31, 1987 (Wormington) represents a new late date for the
species at Point Pelee; curiously, late individuals are more regular elsewhere in Essex County and southern Ontario with occasional reports into
November.
Great Southern White Ascia monuste (Linnaeus)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
Common Sulphur Co7ias phi70dice Godart
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
Orange Sulphur Co7ias eurytheme Boisduval
Unchanged Status: Abundant resident.
A new early date for this species at Point Pelee was established when one
individual was recorded on April 27, 1984 (Wormington), while one on November
14, 1988 (Wormington) was a new late date for the species.
Dog Face Sulphur Zerene cesonia (Stoll)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
Cloudless Sulphur
Unchanged Status:

Phoebis sennae eubu7e (Linnaeus)
Extremely rare immigrant.
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Mexican Sulphur Eurema mexieana (Boisduval)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
Little Sulphur Pyrisitia 7isa (Boisduval & Le Conte)
Unchanged Status: Rare immigrant and seasonal colonist.
During the five year period the Little Sulphur was recorded every year except
1984, further demonstrating that this species is one of the more regular southern immigrants to visit Point Pelee.
FAMILY LYCAENIDAE: GOSSAMER-WINGED BUTTERFLIES
Bronze Copper Hy7707yeaena hy77us (Cramer)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon resident.
New early and late dates for the first brood were established on June 1, 1985
(Wormington) and July 8, 1984 (Sol and Anne Hanft), respectively; individuals
on July 26 in both 1984 and 1986 (Wormington) marked a new early date for the
start of the second brood.
A few late September / early October records in recent years -- the latest on
October 14, 1984 (Hince) -- indicate the existence of a partial third brood at
Point Pelee.
Acadian Hairstreak Satyrium aeadiea (W.H. Edwards)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon, extremely local resident.
The Acadian Hairstreak is assumed to be still present northeast of Tilden's
Woods, but during the period 1984 to 1988 the colony was apparently not
investigated.
Banded Hairstreak Satyrium ea7anus fa7aeer (Godart)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon resident.
Striped Hairstreak Satyrium 7iparops strigosum (Harris)
Unchanged Status: Rare resident.
New Specimen(s): JL
Olive Hairstreak Mitoura gryneus (Hubner)
New Status: Rare, extremely local resident (formerly common).
New Specimen(s): PPNP
Remarkably this species continues to survive at Point Pelee despite its
extremely low population, with the following records obtained: two males and
one female on June 8, 1984 (Wormington et a7.); one worn individual on June
26, 1985 (J. Alan Brown); one on June 18, 1986 (Larson et a7.); and a male
collected on May 24, 1988 (Pike and Cecile). Except for the 1986 record (which
was on the West Beach south of the Visitor Centre) all individuals were in the
middle (open) section of the Woodland Nature Trail, a critical area to the
species' survival at Point Pelee.
Despite recent claims by the Canadian Parks Service of an interest in reestablishing extirpated species, the Olive Hairstreak remains unrecognized by
this official body as being on the verge of extirpation at Point Pelee, and no
recovery plan has been proposed to ensure its survival.
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White-M Hairstreak Parrhasius m-a7bum (Boisduva1 & Le Conte)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
Gray Hairstreak Strymon me7inus humu7i (Harris)
New Status: Rare to uncommon immigrant and seasonal colonist.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, AW, JK
Previously the Gray Hairstreak was considered a permanent resident at Point
Pe1ee, but its irregular presence (not recorded in 1985 and 1986 during the
five year period) and variable abundance indicates it is a immigrant and
subsequent colonist. This agrees with Op1er & Krizek (1984: 105-106) whose
distribution map shows the Gray Hairstreak not to be resident north of
Missouri, southern Ohio and New Jersey.
Despite the foregoing there is now proof of a single example of successful
overwintering at Point Pe1ee. In 1988 one was found at the West Beach on the
astonishingly early date of April 22 (Wormington and Pilkington); this individual had obviously not travelled far as it had a deformed wing and was incapable of flight.
During some years the Gray Hairstreak can be classed as uncommon, as up to 3
to 12 were recorded daily in both 1987 and 1988.
New late dates for Gray Hairstreak at Point Pelee were established with observations of one on September 28, 1987 (McLaughlin) and three on October 1,
1988 (Wormington).
Eastern Tailed-Blue Everes comyntas (Godart)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
A new early-emergence date for the Eastern Tailed-Blue at Point Pelee was
recorded on May 5, 1986 (Christopher M. Lemieux); in contrast, two observed
September 27, 1988 (McLaughlin) tied the previous late date.
Spring Azure Ce7astrina argio7us 7adon (Cramer)
Unchanged Status: Abundant resident.
Several recent observations established new occurrence dates for the Spring
Azure at Point Pelee, as follows: three on April 6, 1986 (Pilkington)
represented the earliest-ever emergence; one on May 31, 1987 (Wormington) is
the earliest record for the second and subsequent generations; and singles on
October 2, 1986 (Wormington) and October 3, 1988 (Lemieux) are record late
dates.
Silvery Blue G7aucopsyche 7ygdamus (Doubleday)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
FAMILY LIBYTHEIDAE: SNOUT BUTTERFLIES
Snout Butterfly Libytheana carinenta bachmanii (Kirkland)
New Status: Uncommon to abundant immigrant and seasonal colonist.
Although formerly considered a permanent resident, the fact that first
individuals recorded each year are often worn, and the first recorded date
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varies from year to year, indicates the Snout Butterfly is only an annual
immigrant and colonist at Point Pelee. Both Opler & Krizek (1984: 125-126)
and Scott (1986: 344-346) indicate the Snout Butterfly is not permanent north
of the coastal Carolinas and lower Mississippi River Valley.
In most years the Snout Butterfly is fairly common at Point Pelee, but in 1984
and 1987 it was present in numbers to warrant an occasional "abundant" status;
for example, 800 or more were observed in the area of just the west side of
the Tip on July 28, 1984 (Wormington).
Seven "Snouts" recorded on June 1, 1985 (Wormington) set a new early date for
Point Pelee when they were recorded, but the following year (1986) an even
earlier (worn) individual was recorded on May 17 (Robert A. Bracken et a7.).
An observation at the extreme northeast corner of the park on November 8, 1986
(Wormington) set a new record-late date.
FAMILY NYMPHALIDAE: BRUSH-FOOTED BUTTERFLIES
Variegated Fritillary Euptoieta c7audia (Cramer)
New Status: Rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): PPNP
In 1987 three Variegated Fritillaries were recorded on May 22 (Lamond, McLaughlin and Wormington), one on August 18 (Lemieux and Cecile) and one on
September 30 (McLaughlin).
Great SDan~led Fritillary Speyeria cybe7e (Fabricius)
New Status: Rare to uncommon immigrant, usually uncommon.
Formerly considered a resident, the lack of any evidence to demonstrate the
Great Spangled Fritillary is permanent at Point Pelee indicates its
occurrences here are the result of nomadic wanderings from adjacent areas.
Point Pelee observations are erratic and involve individuals almost always
showing some wear.
In 1986 the species was recorded on record-early dates when one was observed
on June 17 (Lemieux), followed by another on June 24 (Larson).
Aphrodite Speyeria aphrodite (Fabricius)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant (former resident).
Meadow Fritillary C70ssiana be770na (Fabricius)
New Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): AW
The first record for Point Pe1ee was a single individual obtained on June 25,
1988 (Wormington and Kamstra); when encountered in the middle section of the
Woodland Nature Trail this individual was flying in a northerly direction,
indicating active migration.
Silvery Checkerspot Charidryas nycteis (Doubleday & Hewitson)
Unchanged Status: Former resident (extirpated).
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Pearl Crescent Phyciodes tharos (Drury)
Unchanged Status: Abundant resident.
The Pearl Crescent has now been recorded at Point Pelee as early as May 8,
when one was recorded in 1987 (McLaughlin); in contrast there have been a few
records in early October, with one on October 15, 1988 (Lemieux) the latest
ever.
Baltimore Euphydryas phaeton (Drury)
Unchanged Status: Former resident (extirpated).
Question Mark Po7ygonia interrogationis (Fabricius)
New Status: Common immigrant and seasonal colonist.
Formerly considered a permanent resident, recent study of the Question Mark
records has shown that it is not an over-wintering species at Point Pelee.
The last individuals to be seen each season (usually late September) are the
light "winter" form, but the first-recorded individuals each year (averaging
mid May) are examples of the dark "summer" form. This clearly shows that
light individuals attempt to overwinter locally -- but are unsuccessful -while the first dark individuals each spring are representatives of a brood
which is produced south of Point Pelee and southern Ontario. Curiously, an
accurate description of this situation appears to be lacking in the literature, although Layberry, Lafontaine & Hall (1982: 34) state that for the
Ottawa District "the Question Mark does not appear to overwinter ... but
probably migrates here in June".
A very high count of 100 immigrants was recorded on May 13, 1985 (J. Donald
Lafontaine). The light form (which is apparently temperature-induced) usually
appears by late August, but one recorded on July 21, 1985 (Wormington) was
very early.
Hop Merchant I Comma Po7ygonia comma (Harris)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
Observations on November 22, 1986 (Pilkington and Carol Kopchuk) and November
27, 1984 (Hince) are both very late occurrences, approaching the latest date
of December 1 in 1982 (Wormington 1983: 18); in contrast, one recorded on
March 8, 1987 (Hince and Gary M. Allen) is a new record-early date for Point
Pelee.
Gray Comma Po7ygonia progne (Cramer)
New Status: Extremely rare immigrant and temporary resident.
New Specimen(s): AW
Single individuals of the dark "summer" form were recorded on July 20 and
August 4 in 1986 (Wormington), the first Point Pelee records since 1927.
These individuals were determined to have been locally-raised after the
species had arrived at Point Pelee the previous autumn (see Wormington 1987).
Compton Tortoise-Shell Nympha7is vau-a7bum j-a7bum (Boisduval & Le Conte)
Unchanged Status: Extremely rare immigrant.
New Specimen(s): AW
The second through fourth Point Pelee records occurred during the period when
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single individuals were found on April 12, 1986 (Pilkington and Kopchuk);
October 7, 1986 (Larson); and August 7, 1988 (Wormington).
Mourning Cloak Nympha7is antiopa (Linnaeus)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
An observation on March 22, 1986 (Pilkington and Kopchuk) represents a new
record-early emergence of the overwintering brood at Point Pelee, while one on
September 19, 1985 (Wormington) is a new early date for the start of this
overwintering (third) brood.
Milbert's Tortoise-Shell Ag7ais mi7berti (Godart)
New Status: Rare immigrant and temporary resident.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, AW
The status of this species remains somewhat clouded at Point Pelee due to its
rather erratic occurrences. Available records probably represent a combination of strays, seasonal colonists and overwintering individuals. Despite the
occasional string of continous observations at Point Pelee, it is doubtful
that a permanent population ever exists.
American Painted Lady Vanessa virginiensis (Drury)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon to common resident, usually common.
Like the Red Admiral, the abundance and first records of the American Painted
Lady varies each year, indicating that immigration may be a major source of
the species' presence at Point Pelee. For example, 50 or more on May 13, 1985
(Lafontaine) were observed migrating.
In the spring of 1986 the species was recorded on the record-early date of
March 30 (Lemieux) and was recorded immediately thereafter in numbers. One
recorded on October 15, 1988 (Lemieux) established a new late date for Point
Pelee.
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui (Linnaeus)
New Status: Rare to common immigrant and seasonal colonist.
New Specimen(s): AW
During the five year period the Painted Lady was recorded at Point Pelee in
1984, 1986, 1987 and 1988, but not in 1985. New late dates were obtained in
1988 when the species was observed on November 9 and 18 (Lemieux).
Red Admiral Vanessa ata7anta rubria (Fruhstorfer)
Unchanged Status: Uncommon to abundant resident, usually common.
Record-early dates for Red Admiral at Point Pelee were recorded on March 29 in
both 1986 (Wormington and David A. Martin) and 1987 (Peter Bondy, Ralph Thomas
and Hince); the 1986 observation was immediately followed by an abundance of
the species. Since the first records and initial abundance of the Red Admiral
varies considerably from year to year, it seems likely that immigration plays
a major role in its presence at Point Pelee; however, additional study is
required to clearly establish this hypothesis.
New record-late dates for Point Pelee were established with observations on
October 26, 1987 and November 14, 1988 (Wormington).
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Buckeye Junonia coenia Hubner
New Status: Rare to uncommon immigrant and seasonal colonist.
New Specimen(s): PPNP, AW, JL
During the five year period the Buckeye was recorded every year. One on June
11, 1984 (Wormington) represents a new early-occurrence date for Point Pelee.
Red Spotted Purple Basilarchia arthemis astyanax (Fabricius)
New Status: Uncommon to common resident.
Although it was previously stated (Wormington 1983: 20) that Percy A. Taverner considered the Red Spotted Purple as one of the commonest butterflies on
September 5, 1909, this observation is now in question. In modern times the
latest record known is August 21, in 1988 (Wormington, Lamond, McLaughlin and
Curry); since Taverner's record was based on sight only, it is suspected that
he may have observed the similar-appearing Spicebush Swallowtail, a species
common at this time of year at Point Pelee.
In 1987 new early-emergence dates were established for both the first and
second broods respectively, with one on June 4 (Hince) and three on July 17
(Wormington).
Viceroy Basilarchia archippus (Cramer)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
A new early-emergence date for the Viceroy was set at Point Pelee when one was
recorded on May 28, 1985 (Wormington), while two observed on September 30,
1988 (Lemieux) represent a new late date.
FAMILY APATURIDAE: HACKBERRY BUTTERFLIES
Hackberry Butterfly Asterocampa celtis (Boisduval & Le Conte)
Unchanged Status: Abundant resident.
Each year the first Hackberry Butterflies normally appear during a very
restricted time period in late June or very early July, but during the very
advanced seasons of both 1987 and 1988 the first individuals were recorded
early on June 19 (Lemieux and Donald A. Wilkes) and June 21 (Cecile and
Lemieux), respectively. Predictably the subsequent brood also appeared
record-early during these years with observations on August 8 in 1987 and
August 9 in 1988 (Wormington).
One recorded on September 26, 1987 (Lemieux and Cecile) represents a new late
date for the Hackberry Butterfly at Point Pelee.
Tawny Emperor Asterocampa clyton (Boisduval & Le Conte)
New Status: Uncommon to common resident, usually uncommon.
Unlike the Hackberry Butterfly, whose population size is relatively stable
each year, the abundance of Tawny Emperor at Point Pelee can vary considerably from year to year. In 1987 the species could be described as common
for the first time, since 78 were recorded on July 11 (Wormington).
Originally the typical light clyton form was believed to be very rare at Point
Pelee, but multiple recent records indicate that it is of regular occurrence.
- 13 -

One Tawny Emperor recorded on July 5, 1988 (Wormington) established a new
early date for the species at Point Pelee.
FAMILY SATYRIDAE: SATYRS and WOOD NYMPHS
Northern Eyed-Brown Satyrodes eurydice (Johansson)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
An observation on September 2, 1987 (Mclaughlin) set a new record-late date
for the Northern Eyed-Brown at Point Pelee.
Aooalachian Eyed-Brown Satyrodes appalachia leeuwi (Gatrelle & Arbogast)
Unchanged Status: Rare, local resident.
The Appalachian Eyed-Brown continues to be very elusive in the wooded sections of Point Pelee, but comments by Scott (1986: 235-236) indicate this
species is not confined to anyone site and will wander freely within a forest
community. This probably explains why the few Point Pelee records have
occurred over a rather brood area, and also explains the seemingly out-ofplace individual at the extreme Tip on July 19, 1988 (Wormington).
Dates for this species at Point Pelee span only the very short period July 14
to 29 inclusive.
Little Wood Satyr Hegisto cymela (Cramer)
Unchanged Status: Common resident.
The nine individuals recorded on May 26, 1985 (Wormington) established a new
early-emergence date for Point Pelee.
Blue-eyed Grayling I Wood Nymph
Unchanged Status:

Cercyonis pegala nephe1e (W. Kirby)
Cercyonis pega1a alope (Fabricius)
Uncommon resident.

Although the Blue-eyed Grayling is still regularly encountered at Point Pelee,
the population size appears to be decreasing, perhaps due to the gradual
"filling in" of open grassy areas due to natural regeneration.
A new early-emergence date was established when an extremely fresh male was
recorded on June 26, 1988 (Wormington and Cecile).
FAMILY DANAIDAE: MONARCHS
Monarch Danaus plexippus (linnaeus)
Unchanged Status: Abundant immigrant and common seasonal colonist.
Initial fall migration has been detected as early as August 6 (in 1988), when
one Monarch was observed migrating south off the Tip (Wormington).

**********
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