








will continue to speak to Field Naturalists, junior field naturalist
and school groups. [ recently addressed the Mclllwraith Field
Naturalists club in London and have fielded many telephone qalls
this year from all over Canada and the United States. There is a
great deal of satisfaction in sharing information concerning the
Monarch and it remains an effective means of bring the loss of
wildlife habitat and the deterioration of ecosystems in Ontario to
the attention of the general public

Don Davis

The Toronto Entomologists' Association will host a sympqsiur_n
on Saturday, April 22nd., 1995. The purpose of the symposium is
to provide a local venue for southern Ontario and Great Lakes
region Graduate Students to report on their research interests and
studies to the members of the T. E. A., other attending sludpnts
and professional entomologists. We're looking for at least six to
eight students to present a typical "contributed paper" type talk on
their research projects. The format of the presentations will be 15
or 20 minutes depending on the number of participants. If you (or
your students) would be interested in presenting a paper on this
date please contact Phil Schappert (York University, Department of
Biology. 4700 Keele St., North York, Ont., M3J 1P3_, 416-736-2100
ext. 33492, e-mail: phils@yorku.ca) as soon as possible.

Abstracts of papers will be required by Mar. Ist, 1995 for distri-
bution to attendees. Presenters will have the opportunity 10 ha\{e
their paper published in Onfario Insects, Vol. I; No.l (mgambershlp
fees for contributed symposium papers will be wglyed). All
submissions will be reviewed by two of the other participants qnq
one faculty member on the supervisory commitiee of a partici-
pant. Vol. 1, No. 1 of Ontario Insects will be given the widest

possible distribution.

Wwe hope that you and your students will choose to participate in
this symposium. We look forward to hearing from you.

Ontario Insects 22 vol. 0, No. 1, Nov. 1994

M&SM@WWM

Insects on fe [-Way: entomo-stuff on the Internet

There are a number of resources available for bug people on
what is often called, inappropriately 1 might add, the "Information
Superhighway* (more like a cart track at this point in time - yes,
you can get from point to point quite speedily but there are still a
lot of bumps). For those of you who are adventurous enough to
"surf the ‘net" | offer the following pointers to interesting places
and discussion groups. I'll start with the basics and work towards
the more adventurous.

If you have an e-mail address you can subscribe to a mail-list
administered by Peter Kevan at the University of Guelph
(pkevan@uoguelph.ca). Called "ENTOMO-L", this list offers general
discussion about a wide variety of insects. There are many
knowledgeable specialists and academics willing to answer
questions, offer advice or information, or simply discuss any
entomological topic you could care to name. To subscribe send
an email message to: listserv@uoguelph.ca and include the
following (without the brackets) in the body of the message:
Subscribe ENTOMOL «our first name» «our last names.
Obviously you should use your real first and last namel!

For those who are especially interested in Lepidoptera there
is a mailist called LEPS. To subscribe send an e-mail message
to: listserv@kaiwan.com and include this message: add «qour
e-mail address» LEPS. Please note that this list will be shut down
within the next couple of months because a new usenet
newsgroup has been formed to replace it. The new group is
called scibio.entomology lepidoptera and will soon be brought
online. For more info. about this newsgroup contact Chris Majka
(nextug@ac.dal.ca). If you're of a taxonomic bent then the mail-list
TAXACOM will be more your cup of tea. To subscribe send
e-mail to your favourite listserver (I use listserv@harvarda harvard.
edu but the list originates out of Berkeley) and include the mes-
sage: Subscribe TAXACOM dirstname» dastname>. To find out
more about the "Journey North' program mentioned in DonDavis's
article send e-mail to Elizabeth Donnelly (ehd@jriver jriver.com).
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For those of you who have usenet newsgroup access | have
found the following groups deal with a variety of subjects and
insects pop-up every now and then: scibio.ecology; scibio.
ethology: bionetbiology tropical; and bionetplants. A growing
number of organizations are going "online". For example, Rudi
Mattoni, the editor of The Journal of Research on the Lepidoptera
(Lepidoptera Research Foundation) can be contacted at mattoni@
uclaue mbi.uclaedu. You can add Onfario Insects to this elite
little group since you can contact one of the co-editors (me) at
butrfly@cml.com. See you online...

Phil Schappert

Oniario_Weed Control Act Workshap - Nov. 1994
On Nov. 3rd a workshop was held at the Arboretum, Uni-

versity of Guelph to consider the need for, purpose of, and.

cosvbenefit of the Weed Control Act (Revised Statutes of Ontario,
1990, Chapter W.5 and Regulation 1096). The idea was to eval-
uate all aspects of the Act and its enforcement and make recom-
mendations for change.

The workshop was hosted by the Arboretum and the Ontario
Parks Association with financial support from the participants and
from "Restoring Nature's Place".

The Weed Control Act and the way it is enforced impacts on
every landowner in Ontario and particularly on landowners in
southern Ontario. Here the agricultural, horticultural and urban
interests compete for space, but nature and natural areas are of a
low priority. However, as the population urbanises the need for
protecting nature and natural areas increases in priority.

The participants in the Workshop included a broad spectrum
of interest groups as follows: representatives of municipalities and
some Weed Inspectors (Huron County Weed Inspector John
Gibson for example), government ministries (Agriculture, Food and
Rural Development, Natural Resources, Environment, Transpor-
tation and Communications) and the Canadian Forestry Service,
Universities, Conservation Authorities, Ontario Parks Association,
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, Chief Inspector (Weed Control
Acl), Federation of Ontario Naturalists, Canadian wildflower
Society, Toronto Entomologists' Association (represented by the
writer), Royal Botanical Gardens., Wildlands League, Field
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Naturalists clubs, Landscape Ontario, Ontario Association of Land-
scape Architects, Ontario Com Producers Association, Ontario
Beekeepers Association, Uniroyal Chemical Ltd., Dufferin Ag-
gregates, Ontario Soybean Growers Marketing Board, Niagara
Parks Commission, and the Ontario Soil and Crop Iimprovement
Association.

The Workshop participants totalled over 100 and were
organised into round-table groups of 9 persons each. As the
writer sat with the other participants and listened to the opening
statements by the facilitator, Prof. Alan Watson, and Andy
Wickens of the Ontario Parks Association, Howard Lang, Chief
Inspector for the Weed Control Act, and Violet Vingilis, Counsel,
OMAFRD. Legal Services review the history of the Weed
Control Act and its aims and its impacts my mind flashed back to
1984 and my experience as a small landowner in Huron County.

_ As Ontario urbanises and citizens who own under 10 acres
multiply and want natural areas to have priority up there with
those in the agri-industry the need to either withdraw the weed
Control Act or revise it drastically becomes more and more
urgent.

One of the urgent matters brainstormed by the participants
was the list of so-called noxious weeds under Regulation 1096. A
major question which is of great importance is who gets to
designate a plant as a noxious weed? In fact what is the
definition of noxious? . According to Webster, noxious means
harmful, pernicious, deadly. In respect of the Regulation 1096 the
designators are thinking harmful or deadly, that is harmful or
deadly to crops. But people who own the land are raising many
Kinds of crops, that is agriculture or food crops, horticulture crops,
and quality of life crops such as flowers, butterflies, birds, vistas
and so forth. Each of the crops have their own needs and so we
have controversy. Regulation 1096 addresses, so we are told by
agribusiness, harm to farm crops. The list does not recognise
other values at stake some of which are equal in importance but
difficult to quantify in terms of costs and benefits.

Referring to the list of "noxious" weeds we see that all
species of Milkkweeds (Asclepias) are included, yet with the pos-
sible exception of the Common Milkweed (A. syriaca), the other
several species such as the beautiful Orange Mikweed or
Butterfly-weed (A. tuberosa) or the Swamp Milkweed (A. incarnata)
are of little or no concern to agri-crops. Milkweeds are the sole
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foodplant in southem Ontario of the wellknown and popular
Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus). Mikweeds are also nectar
sources for many beneficial insects. Other examples include the
Black Swallowtail (Papilio polyxenes)/ Wild Carrot or Queen Anne's
Lace (Daucus carota) and the Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui)/
Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) association and so on.

Therefore, it was not sumprising that the question of
designation of plants as "noxious" received a lot of attention. In
conclusion, the Workshop was a great educational experience. It
remains to be seen what the Ontario govermment will do with our
recommendations.

Quimby F. Hess

Original Art by member Noel Pabalan. Noel's detailed and colour-
ful entomological and musical creations can be found on note
cards and t-shirts. Contact Noel at 416-667-8897 for information.
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Book Reviews & Hotices

The Buterflies of he westindies and Soulh Florida

by D.S. Smith, L.D. Miller and J.Y. Miller {264 pp., 31 colour plates, Oxford U.
Press, Oxford, UK., 1994, ISBN 0 19 857199 2), avail. from Classey, P.O. Box
93, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7DR, England. (approx. £90 Sterling)

This is a wonderful book, carrying on the work started by Norman
Riley with his 1975 Field Guide, but including the peninsula of
South Florida due to its biogeographic similarity to the islands of
the Caribbean. With 255 pages and 32 colour plates of paintings,
the book includes notes on biogeography, ranges, history and a
taxonomic checklist. The majority of the wolk is in the butterfly
descriptions which are very comprehensive and thorough.
Allin-all an excellent publication, despite the high cost.

Alan J. Hanks

Karner Blue Burnerfly: a symbol of a vanishing landscap e

edited by D.A. Andow, R.J. Baker, and CP. Lane (222 pp, | colour plate, U.
of Minnesota Misc. Publ. 84-1994, St. Paul, Minn., 1994), Available for $17 U.S.
(postage included) from D.A. Andow, Dept. of Entomology, University of
Minnesota, 219 Hodson Hall, 1980 Folwell Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108-6125.

The proceedings of the '92 Zanesville, Ohio symposium (the
proceedings of the population and habitat viability assessment
workshop "are forthcoming"). Contains 23 papers by a number of
authors, organized into sections covering biology and ecology (9
chapters), current status (9 chapters), recovery (4 chapters) and a
final chapter on future directions by the volume editors. Papers
cover taxonomy, history, ant associations, demography/popula-
tion biology, habitat preferences, distribution, disturbance, Lu-
pine ecology and status of the Karner Blue throughout its range.
Of special interest to TE.A. members is The Exiirpation of the
Karner Blue Butteffly from Ontario by member Laurence Packer of
York University. This is a very worthwhile volume for everyone
with an interest in the Lycaenidae. Highly recommended (and
cheap tool)

Phil Schappert
Vol. 0, No. 1, Nov. 1994
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_ Notice to Contributors:

Contributions to Ontario Insects may deal with any aspect of
entomological study. Research Papers, Feature Articles, Notes or
Short Communications, Book Reviews and Miscellaneous Notes
are acceptable, as is Original Artwork. Research Papers include
original research or scholatly reviews that follow the acceptable
format of a similar content journal (eg.: Title, Abstract, Introduction,
Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Summary). Feature
Articles are intended to be informative & entertaining thus format
is left to the author. Notes and Short Communications may be
observational, historical, review or experimental studies which do
not fall under the purvue of Research Papers. Book Reviews may

" be of titles published within the last three years. Miscellaneous

Notes encompass any other submission. Original artwork should
be line drawings in pen and ink or a good B&W photocopy of
colour works. There are no page charges, however, submissions
from non-members will require a membership purchase prior to
publication. All submissions should be sent to the editor(s).

TEA membership fees are $20.00/year (students $10.00/y€ar).
Meetings are held on Saturday aftemoons. generally on the fourth
Saturday of Septémber. October, November and January through
April, in the McLaug'hlin Planetarium. All meetings begin promptly
at I p.m. A subscription to Ontfario Insects is included with mem-
bership. Further info. about the Toronto Entomologists' Assoc-
iation, or copies of any of its publications, may be obtained from
the Treasurer: Mr. Alan J. Hanks, 34 Seaton Dr., Aurora, Ontario,

L4G 2KI, phone: 905-727-6993. You are also welcome to contact
any member of the executive (see inside front cover).





